
paint an  
exterior wall

How to...



A fresh coat of paint can 
transform your house in to a 
welcoming and bright home. Plan 
when you are going to carry out 
the job, gather all your tools and 
prepare the surface for a high 
quality and long lasting finish. 

Choosing the right paint
There are a range of masonry paints available to 
suit your needs. Today’s masonry paints are tough, 
flexible and come in a range of colours. For smooth 
surfaces, choose a textured paint for a hardworking 
finish. For larger or rough surfaces, smooth 
masonry paint is easier to apply. When choosing 
a colour, pick up some tester pots and paint on to 
card or plasterboard. This will give you an idea of 
how it will look. Don’t forget – the colour will look 
different depending on the time of day and which 
way the wall is facing.

How much paint to buy
Whether it’s just a small wall or the entire house, 
it’s best to estimate how many tins of paint you will 
need for the job. It’s always best to buy more than 
you think so you don’t run out half way through. 
Measure the height and width of the area you want 
to paint, minus any windows and doors – giving you 
the square metre measurements. You will find the 
pot coverage on the paint tin. The number of tins will 
be double if you are going to be doing two coats.

When to paint 
The best times of the year are spring or autumn 
when the weather offers mild conditions for good 
finishes. Aim to finish painting a wall in one go. If the 
area is large or there are multiple walls to complete, 
put aside a few weekends to complete the job.

Before you start
Cut or tie back branches from trees, shrubs and 
plants that are touching the surface of the house.

Protect windows from splatters by taping newspaper 
or polythene over the window panes and frames.

Cover up flower beds and pathways around the 
base of the area to prevent splashes.

Wash down all exterior surfaces using a fungicidal 
wash, rinse with clean water and allow to dry.

Painting masonry surfaces

Painting timber surfacesSimply follow these steps to paint 
the exterior of your house

Always start at the top of the 
house and work down. To avoid 
runs don’t overload the brush or 
roller with paint. Take your time 
and work the paint in well. Avoid 
using wire brushes as pieces may 
be left on the masonry and rust 
when paint is applied.

Top tip

Remove any 
loose or flaking 

materials with a scraper 
and stiff bristled brush. 
Use a shave hook in 
any small crevices. It’s 
important to wear a 
dust mask and goggles 
at this stage.
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Sand all surfaces using 
medium grade sand paper 

and then brush off.

1 Treat any exposed knots 
with knotting solution and 

allow to dry.
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Fill any cracks and holes 
with suitable exterior 

wood filler.

2 Apply a primer to any exposed 
timber areas with a suitable 

wood primer and allow to dry.
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Mask around your windows 
and any other areas you 

don’t want to get paint on.

3 Using a brush, apply one coat 
of undercoat, plus one coat of 

gloss or two coats of exterior satin 
finish to all timber surfaces. Allow to 
dry in between coats.
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Fill any cracks and 
holes with exterior 

filler or mortar using 
a trowel. Rub down 
with medium grade 
sandpaper when dry.
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Seal and prime 
crumbly or 

powdery surfaces with 
a masonry primer, using 
a 2”- 3” brush for small 
areas or a medium or 
long pile roller for larger 
areas. This will make it 
easier to apply paint and 
make it go further.
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Apply two coats 
of masonry paint 

(smooth or textured) 
using a 2”- 3” brush 
for painting around the 
edges and a medium 
or long pile roller to 
fill in the larger areas. 
Textured paint will 
mask imperfections in 
the masonry, smooth 
masonry paint will give 
a nice even finish. 
Use sturdy extension 
handles if working from 
the ground. Aim to 
complete walls in one 
go to avoid noticeable 
lines on the paintwork 
- or finish painting at 
pipes or windows.
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Safety first
n	 	When using a ladder, place the bottom a quarter of 

its total height, away from the base of the house. 
Make sure it is on firm flat ground and not tilting left 
or right. If using an extension ladder, at least three 
rungs should be overlapping for stability. 

n	 	Have someone holding the ladder at the bottom. 
Always keep three points of contact on the ladder – 
and maintain a balanced centre of gravity (belt level) 
inside the rungs. Wear flat shoes or boots with grip.

n	 	Use an s-hook to hang your paint can from 
a rung on the ladder so that you’ve got one 
hand free to hold onto the ladder while  
you work.

n	 	Never lean over or reach out more than an 
arm length away. If possible use scaffolding 
as this is much safer.

n	 	Remember to use a disposable dust mask, 
safety glasses, protective clothing and gloves.



Project essentials

Tools 3

Materials 3

Safety 3

Stiff bristled 
scrubbing brush

Sponge

Exterior gloss or 
satin

Smooth or textured 
masonry paint

Exterior filler for wood/
masonry/metal

Disposable 
dust mask

Filling knife

Soft bristle 
brush

Safety glasses

Exterior undercoat 
for wood/metal

Exterior primer  
for wood/
masonry/metal

Knotting solution

Masking tape

9” medium or 
long pile roller 
sleeve and 
roller tray

9” roller frame

Fungicidal 
wash

Specialist 
metal paint

Gloves and 
protective 
clothing

Paint kettle and 
kettle hook

Selection of paint
brushes - 1” 2” 3”

Ladder/step ladder/ 
scaffold tower

Dust sheets

Buckets

Scraper/ 
shave hook

Medium grade 
sand paper

For more ideas 
and know-how visit 

diy.com/advice
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Painting metal surfaces
Remove 
any loose 

or flaking 
materials with a 
scraper and stiff 
bristled brush.
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Sand 
surfaces 

using a medium 
grade sand 
paper and then 
brush off  
with a soft 
bristle brush.

2

Treat any 
exposed metal 

with a suitable metal 
primer and allow to 
dry.

3

Apply using a paint 
brush, one coat of 

undercoat plus one coat 
of gloss or two coats of 
exterior satin finish or 
specialist metal paint to 
all metal surfaces. Allow 
to dry in between coats.
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